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We have seen it and touched it – the Dunstan CT Scanner is 
a reality after over four long years of effort. This is a project 
for which many parties have played important roles. 
 

The Scanner arrived at Dunstan Hospital from Germany, and 
is operational. We will be using it for patients from the 
beginning of June. 
 

Although it has been a long road from when Dunstan Hospital 
first started seeking to have a CT Scanner installed, once we 
got the approval from the SDHB, the project has developed 
rapidly and remarkably smoothly. 
 

The Central Lakes Trust made it all possible with the early 
provision of a substantial grant of nearly $1 million for the 
main equipment package.  
 

The CT Scanner manufacturer Siemens then offered us 
excellent terms for the purchase of the Scanner and for a 
maintenance contract covering the first seven years of its 
use, all within the scope of the CLT grant. 
 

Our consultant team to create the CT Scanner Suite within 
the Hospital, lead by Arcon Projects of Dunedin, swung into 
action and promptly prepared the drawings for what is a 
relatively small but quite complex project, being inside a 24/7 
operating hospital. The CODC played its part in granting 
building consent in a matter of days over the Christmas/New 
Year period. 
 

Stewart Construction Ltd of Dunedin were the successful 
tenderer for the Scanner Suite alteration work, and they 
started work in early February of this year. The staff of the 
Radiology Department, within which the Scanner Suite has 
been constructed, must have wondered how they would cope 
when demolition started4. but cope they did, and the Suite 
was finished on schedule and to budget on April 26, in time 
for the delivery of the CT Scanner on May 8. 
 

In parallel with the ordering of the Scanner, and the 
development of the Scanner Suite, a fundraising campaign  

 

was initiated involving both the organisations associated with  
the Hospital and the Friends of Dunstan Hospital, to fund the 
Scanner Suite. The support from our community has been 
incredible, particularly that from the combined Lions and 
Rotary clubs who to date have raised over $100,000 from 
their efforts. 
 

Since the Scanner at Dunstan was approved, the Hospital 
Management have been working with the SDHB and our 
radiology contractor Otago Radiology to negotiate funding 
and operator contracts for the operation of the Scanner. 
These were completed successfully, and we are pleased to 
have Otago Radiology on board to operate the Scanner for 
us, with operational funding provided by the SDHB. 
 

The Dunstan Scanner will service the inland communities of 
Otago and Southland and will greatly reduce the need for 
travel to Dunedin and Invercargill for CT scans, and make 
this technology much more available to our inland 
communities.  
 

Our immense gratitude to all who have assisted with this 
project. 
 

THE CT SCANNER – IT’S FINALLY A REALITY 

Autumn 2013 
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The SDHB have commenced their upgrade of Dunstan      
Hospital’s two coal fired boilers which have reached the end 
of their life.   
 

The old boilers are being replaced with a woodchip boiler as 
the main unit and a back up diesel boiler.  It is anticipated that 
the new boilers will be up and going by the end of June 2013.   
 

The project started in April with one of the coal boilers being 
removed to make way for the diesel boiler.   
 

An extension to the existing boiler house is required to house 
the new woodchip boiler and this is nearing completion.   
 

Woodchips for our new boilers will be supplied by a local supplier, Wood Energy New Zealand, based in Naseby.   
 

Staff and patients are looking forward to the extra heat that will be generated by the new boilers – especially over  the winter 
months! 

The event that seemed to be in the far distant future is 
suddenly getting closer.  The Jubilee Committee has 
been  working away and some plans have even been 
finalised while many others are still being juggled.   
 

The registrations are coming in slowly but steadily with 
many people commenting on how much they are looking 
forward to meeting up with former colleagues and 
friends. 
 

Please remember that registrations close on 30th June 
but there is still time to contact people who may not have 
caught up with information on the Jubilee. 
 

Interested persons are urged to register as there are 
many addresses unknown. Please contact any friends 
and relatives who may not have seen the publicity. 
 

Contact details are: 
 

Central Otago Health Inc, PO Box 355, 
Alexandra 9320    
 

Email: nolanevill@scorchotago.co.nz 

Hospital Road - Speed Limit 

  Boiler Upgrade  

  Fellowship Award 

Clinical Director Rob Visser has been awarded a          
Fellowship of the Australasian College for Aerospace 
Medicine (FACAsM). 
 

This was awarded in recognition of his work in     aero-
medical evacuation and aviation                        medi-
cine/certification in New Zealand and Australia. 
 

Some aspects will be useful in his current role as we 
are involved in aeromedical evacuation during the initial     
resuscitation and preparation for transport of critically ill 
or injured patients.  
 

Rural Hospital clinicians are also at times asked to       
contribute to development of policy relating to patient 
transport, where aeromedical evacuation plays a     
significant role. 
 

Currently his involvement in aviation medicine is          
conducting pilot medical examinations as a CAA(NZ) 
and CASA (Aus) Medical Examiner. 

150 Centenary Celebrations  

Public visiting the Hospital are reminded that Hospital Road has a speed limit of 
30km.   
 

During April we monitored vehicles entering the facility.  We had 2,906 vehicles enter 
Hospital Road, with 73% of those vehicles found to be exceeding the 30km speed 
limit.   
 

Of most concern are the 6% of cars that are travelling over 50km per hour.             
The highest speed recorded was a shocking 80km per hour.    
 

Please observe the speed limit when visiting.   This is for everyone’s safety. 
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Outpatient Clinics 

 

There is a shortage of publicly funded outpatient 
appointments for some specialities, which means that it 
is important to attend the appointment if you are 
scheduled on the clinic list.  
 

If you fail to attend, and don’t advise the department in 
advance, then you may be removed from the waiting list 
and returned to your GP for ongoing management.  
 

If you let Outpatients know as soon as possible that you 
can’t attend then we will make every attempt to defer 
you to the next available clinic. We will then offer the 
cancelled appointment to the next person on the waiting 
list. 
 

 Most doctors and nurses that hold clinics at Dunstan 
Hospital travel to Clyde from Dunedin and back in a day 
– these are long days for these people, so we want to 
ensure they don’t waste their time with us, waiting for 
patients that fail to attend.  
 

Fortunately most people attend their appointments, so 
that means clinics are provided ‘close to home’ and 
healthcare staff time is productive – a win: win all 
around. 
 

 

 

The Ministry of Health sets targets that we are obliged 
to meet. By July 1st all referrals accepted onto a clinic 
waitlist must be seen within 5 months. If the specialist 
then recommends surgery and the access criteria is 
met, then this treatment must occur within 5 months of 
this recommendation.  
 

Unfortunately we do not have enough specialist time or 
theatre time within the Southern DHB region to accept 
all referrals and still comply with these timeframes. 
Therefore referrals are prioritised by the specialist and 
accepted onto the waitlist according to the assessed 
urgency. Referrals that do not meet the criteria to be 
seen within 5 months cannot be accepted, so they are 
returned to the referrer. The patient and GP are advised 
in writing.  
 

Unfortunately this is happening across Otago and 
Southland, so Central Otago is not exempt. One option 
for people who have been returned to their GP is to 
consider seeing a specialist privately. The waitlists are 
not as long, and access to treatment may be easier. 
 

 We try and provide as many clinics as possible, and 
regret the reality that demand exceeds capacity. 

Outpatient Services Clinic Schedule 

Clinic Schedule June July August Clinic June  July August 

Cardiology 17 29 5 Oncology—Radiation 28  13 

Continence + Stoma  25  26  Ophthalmology 17  19 

Diabetes  5  Orthopaedic 7  21  24 5  8  12 1  2  16 

Dietitian 21 5 9 Pacemaker   13 

Endocrine    Paediatric 21  28  16 

Gastroenterology 10  11 1  2 5  6 Retinal Photography 5  6 3  4 7  8 

Geriatric 25   Respiratory   29 

Gynaecology 20 11 15 Speech Therapy 

Medical 18 9 13 Surgical 4 13 14 18 25 

Neurology   14  15 Surgical Bus  2 Ortho 6 Surg 

Oncology—Medical 11  25 9  30 13  27     

Every Wednesday 

23 14  27 

Private Clinicians attending Dunstan Outpatients 

Clinic Schedule June July August September October November 

Orthopaedic—John Dunbar 13 11 8 12 10 7 

Rheumatology—D Ching  18  26  21 

Cardiology—Mike Williams 25 30 27 24 26  

December 

12 

 

 


