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Next year Dunstan Hospital will celebrate 150 years 
of serving the Central Otago Community and 
planning is underway to mark the occasion. 
 
Dunstan Hospital opened on 8 August 1863 and the 
weekend of 9 – 11 of August 2013 has been set for 
the sesqui-centenary celebrations. 
 
We are looking to contact, or hear from, as many 
employees, ex-employees, supporters and friends of 
the hospital to keep the dates free and to register for 
the weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of the weekend activities it is being planned 
to celebrate the official opening of the new CT 
Scanner although it is hoped that this will have been 
working for some months by then. 
 
Activities will be centered in the large outpatients 
area of the hospital with a ‘Meet and Greet’ on Friday 
night, the official opening of the scanner, photos and 
the opportunity to look around the Hospital on 
Saturday, a dinner at the Cellar Door on Saturday 
night and a church service with further social time on 
Sunday. 
 
A history of the Hospital was published as part of the 
125th celebrations in 1988 and is being added to and 
updated as part of the upcoming celebrations.  
Anyone with relevant articles, stories and 
photographs is asked to make them available as 
soon as possible. Please name and date any 
photographs. 
 
All interested persons are urged to register as there 
are many addresses unknown.  Please contact any 
friends and relatives who may not see the publicity. 
 

Contact details are: 
 

Central Otago Health Inc, PO Box 355, Alexandra 9320 

Email:  nolanevill@scorchotago.co.nz 
Phone: 03 447 4567 

150 Years Celebrations  
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For almost a century, our hospital has provided our community with the best medical care possible.  We give to 
our patients each and every day.  When you enter our doors, or one of our professional staff visits you at home, 
you become an important member of Dunstan’s family.  That’s our culture.  It’s what makes our hospital and our 
services so special. 
 

Our care is the reason why patients and their families want to give back.  In turn, our donors and fundraising 
volunteers are proud of the difference they make to the lives of our patients. 
 

You can help.  The government doesn’t fund everything we need to help our patients.  We rely solely on the 
continued support of our community to fund the purchase and replacement of the $3 million-worth of equipment 
used at Dunstan Hospital and in the provision of our other community based health services such as District 
Nursing and Allied Health. 
 

We have urgent needs and fundraising priorities, including the development of our new CT Service.  All areas of 
the hospital have a list of equipment they desperately need to meet patient needs. 
 

We are most appreciative of the generous donations, grants and bequests we receive from individuals, 
community groups, trusts and local businesses.  Donations are accepted on behalf of Dunstan Hospital by the 
following groups: 
 

 The Friends of Dunstan Hospital, Box 219, Alexandra 
 

 Central Otago Health Incorporated, PO Box 355, Alexandra 
 

 Central Otago Health Services Limited PO Box 30, Clyde 
 

With the support of our friends, we have made, and continue to make, a difference in the lives of thousands of 
people.    
 

Your donation is an investment in tomorrow’s health care for you, your family and your community.  If you have 
any questions, please call Maree at 03-440 4328. 

Donations 

 

Dunstan Patient Transport Service 

Dunstan Hospital’s patient transport service medics, 
Keith Morgan, Shirley Calvert and David Ware 
provide us with the ability to transport patients to 
Dunedin Hospital and back on demand, without 
relying heavily on the emergency ambulance 
resources in the area.   Our ambulance, 
affectionately called “Dumbo” due to its big red 
“ears”, is a fully equipped emergency ambulance, 
originally imported from Japan as a factory built 
Nissan ambulance.  
 
While looking rather unique, these ambulances are 
still commonplace in Japan, ours being an ex Tokyo 
Fire Brigade ambulance.   We are very grateful to 
the Lions and The Four Marketeers for their 
donations towards the purchase of this initial 
vehicle, and we are planning a replacement 
sometime in the next 12 months. 
 
We would remind you to call 111 for an 
ambulance in a medical emergency. 
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Child Development Service Playground 

Those of you who have a young child on Vincent 
Ward or are visiting the ward with children will be 
pleased to hear that there is now some access to 
our CDS playground.  
 
This playground and surrounding facilities were 
funded by Central Otago Masonic Lodges when the 
new facility was built. 
 
As is always the case with our precious littlies, 
please stay and supervise them while playing.    
 
From time to time the playground will be needed by 
our staff and their clients. 

With a ‘go-live’ date for the service of April 2013, there 
is an enormous amount of activity happening to make 
sure everything is ready on time.   There are three 
main areas that we are focusing on at the 
moment:  buying the CT machine, building somewhere 
for it to go when it gets here, and asking for help to 
fund the project. 
 
As with any major purchase, we want to make sure 
that we get the best deal possible.   Although buying a 
CT Scanner is not a normal purchase, the process is 
pretty much the same as if any of us were buying 
something significant.   There are several companies 
that specialise in supplying this type of equipment, and 
we have asked them all to provide us with information.   
We have also spent quite a bit of time understanding 
what sorts of things the machine will need to do given 
the type of conditions our patients will have.  That has 
enabled us to develop a detailed list of requirements 
so that we can compare the information from the CT 
machine manufacturers against what we actually 
need.   The other piece we are considering is the 
warranty – because a CT scanner is pretty expensive, 
the things that can go wrong with it are pretty 
expensive too!   So we want to make sure that we 
have a solid service contract in place across the life of 
the machine.   We are aiming to make a decision by 
the end of November, because CT machines are built 
to order and it will take around three months to get 
here from the date we confirm the purchase. 
 
We are also working on the rooms needed for the CT 
machine once it gets here.   Not only do we need to 
move space around to be able to accommodate a 
much larger room, a CT scanner is basically a fancy x-
ray machine and so we need to ‘shield’ the space so 
that the x-rays are contained.   We will need 
everything that would normally be needed when doing 
some renovations (dry-wall ‘gib board’ and plaster, 
window and door frames, glass for the operators’ 
viewing window, etc) but it will all have to be specialist 
‘lead-lined’, x-ray proof products. 
 

The construction all needs to be finished by early 
March 2013 so that when the CT machine arrives the 
room is completely ready for it to be installed.  

We are so very lucky to have a community that is able 
and willing to fund a project of this size.  The Southern 
DHB will pay for public scans once the CT scanner is 
operating, but we have to get the service up and 
running first.  The Central Lakes Trust is considering 
buying the CT machine, which is by far the biggest 
expense.   We are asking the community to help us 
pay for the rest of the CT Service project, most of 
which is the building alterations.   The Friends of 
Dunstan Hospital and COHInc are accepting 
donations, and we would like to thank the individuals 
and groups who have already contributed.  We are 
also very grateful for the support of the service groups 
in our community who are planning fundraising events, 
including the Rotary Clubs and Lions Clubs, and 
would encourage you all to get involved in the 
activities in your local area. 

 

 

CT Scanner 
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Dunstan Hospital 
staff joined over a 
million other New 
Zealanders in the 
n a t i o n w i d e 

earthquake exercise, aimed at raising the awareness of 
disaster preparedness, and the drop, cover and hold 
drill. 

Hospital ward staff were shaken into action by a brief 
blast on the fire alarm at 9:26am, and found their way 
under various items of furniture.   Fortunately this was 
only an exercise, but in a real earthquake event we are 
prepared for a much more catastrophic outcome.   The 
local Civil Defence involved us in a practice scenario, 
where the earthquake was centred only a short 
distance from Clyde, and in reality we would have 
sustained a significant amount of damage.    

In the event of a real disaster, where large numbers of 
casualties present to the hospital we will be activating 
our emergency plan.    

This involves a system where patients will be triaged 
by a doctor or nurse at the ambulance entrance, and 
then the most seriously injured will be managed in 
order of urgency.   The reality is that we may be 
overwhelmed by casualties, and people with minor 
injuries, often referred to as “walking wounded” may 
have treatments delayed for several hours.    

This exercise also allowed us to test our ability to 
communicate with outside agencies such as St. John 
Ambulance, Civil Defence, Dunedin Hospital and the 
Ministry of Health.   While cell phones are great, the 
local cellular network is likely to be overloaded, so we 
are exploring other options such as satellite phones for 
use in emergencies.    

Our Emergency Management Plan has just been 
updated, and we would be very grateful for any support 
in purchasing some disaster equipment to better 
prepare the hospital. 

Drop Cover and Hold 

A friendly reminder if you are having 
visitors to stay over the holiday period who 
are in need of equipment that they cannot 
bring with them, this can be hired from the 
Disability Resource Centre in Queenstown 
at very reasonable rates.    
Phone:  0800 372 786.    
 
Unfortunately this type of holiday 

equipment is not available from Dunstan Hospital because it 
puts too much of a strain on our resources for local patients. 

Equipment 

Clinic Schedule November December January Clinic November December January 

Cardiology 12 17  Oncology—Radiation 2,  23   

Continence + Stoma  6,   7  Ophthalmology  19  

Diabetes 9   Orthopaedic 2,  8,   18,  19  7,   10,   21    

Dietitian 9   Pacemaker 20   

Endoscopy / Colonoscopy 5 3  Paediatric 1,   2,   16,  30 21  

Gastroenterology 5,   6 3,   4  Retinal Photography 1 4,   5 31 

Gynaecology 8 6  Respiratory  6  

Medical 20 18  Speech Therapy Wednesdays Wednesdays Wednesdays 

Neurology 23   Surgical 27  30 

Oncology—Medical 13 ,  27 11,   18 19 Surgical Bus  4  

Outpatient Services 

Outpatients Services Over December/January Holiday Season: 

 The Outpatients Department will close on Friday 21 December 2012 and reopen on 21 January 2013.  During this 
time administration staff will be checking mail/ telephone messages and will attend to any urgent matters. 

FLOWERS 

Due to allergic 
reactions suffered by 
patients and staff, 
Dunstan Hospital 
requests that flower 
arrangements DO NOT 

contain lilies 
or other 
highly 
scented 
flowers.  
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