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From the General Manager   From the General Manager   From the General Manager   From the General Manager       

Welcome to this seventh issue of our community newsletter.   The exciting news for the hospital recently is the roll out of our 
new computed radiology system (CR).  You can read about it in this edition. 
 
By now most people are aware of the financial restrictions the hospital is working with.   We continue to attempt to keep the 
impact to our patients and clients as minimal as possible. 
 
Part of our cost savings involves the maintenance of the hospital grounds.   AJ’s Lawnmowing and Garden Maintenance 
have been doing an excellent job as our grounds maintenance contractors for the past year.   Many visitors to the hospital 
have commented how nice the grounds look.   Because the first priority for our resources is patient care, we have asked Alan 
and Trish May to reduce the level of care of the grounds.  No one wants to see the hospital grounds deteriorate, and we are 
grateful that AJ’s have agreed to a reduced service level that provides maintenance and helps our bottom line.   If the lawns 
look a little brown this year, it’s because we are putting our resources into patient services. 
 
I wish to also advise that  the World Health Organisation is  encouraging  New Zealand to be  prepared for  a “second wave” 
of H1 N1 flu in the coming months.  We will continue our vigilance and if necessary, request visitor support for any isolation 
measures we may need to implement, as we did last winter. 
 
Finally, I wish you all a happy and safe holiday period. 

          

Dr Carol Horgan 
General Manager 

Christmas Greetings from Management and 
Staff of Dunstan Hospital to the residents 

and visitors to Central Otago  

POWERED WHEELCHAIR DONATION 

The Alexandra Branch of Freemasons have recently kindly donated the use of two 
powered wheelchairs to the Occupational Therapy department at Dunstan Hospital.   The 
wheelchairs are to be kept charged and cleaned after use by the Occupational Therapy 
department and the Free Masons will continue with routine maintenance. 
 

Gordon Divers, Freemason’s Representative, approached the department enquiring if 
they had use for the chairs for any patients that may benefit from a mobility aid.   Scott 
Harrison (Acting Team Leader) gratefully accepted the offer as the additional chairs 
would increase the number of powered chairs available for short term loan from the OT 
department. 
 

The chairs have now been included with the pool of equipment available to those patients 
who are assessed as eligible for mobility aids. The format for issuing the wheelchairs is to 
be similar to that in place for standard Enable equipment, where the patient is assessed 
first and then the necessary Enable paperwork completed for short term loan equipment.  
In addition to the Enable protocol, a form will be completed on behalf of the Masons, 
advising the patient that the chair belongs to the Masons and to assist with ongoing 
maintenance costs a donation to the Masons would be appreciated.  Any monies donated 
will be given directly to the Masons. 

Scott Harrison (right) Acting Occupational Therapy 
Service Leader, and Kym McAtamney, Occupational 
Therapist, accepting the new powered wheelchairs 
on behalf of the OT department. 
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Do you have any equipment from 
Dunstan Hospital that is no longer in use ?    
 

♦ bathroom equipment 
♦  chairs / mattresses etc. 

 

Please return it to the hospital so someone else can use it    or
 Phone 03 440 4302 to arrange pickup. 

This Newsletter is produced three times yearly, by Central Otago Health Services Limited  
We welcome comments, suggestions and feedback.   Please contact us. 

Vision:  
To be recognised as a leading provider of rural 

health services in New Zealand. 

In an Emergency Dial 111 
Dunstan Hospital does not provide 
a ‘casual’ Emergency Service 

Patients must be referred to Dunstan Hospital 
by a GP or St John Ambulance.   

 

Emergency services in the wider Central Otago area are 
provided on a collaborative basis between General 
Practitioners (GP’s) and Dunstan Hospital. 
 

In the first instance, anyone requiring medical attention should 
contact their local Medical Centre for an appointment or 
advice.   In an emergency please dial 111 for an ambulance. 
 

Details of Medical Centres are published in the front of the 
Otago Telephone Book and ‘on-call’ GP’s in the local 
newspapers.  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  With the exception of life threatening 
conditions eg. chest pain, uncontrolled bleeding or severe 
difficulty in breathing, patients presenting to Dunstan Hospital 
without a referral will be referred to the duty GP. 

Hospital 

Equipment 

Amnesty 

 

Central Otago Health Inc (COHInc) and Central Otago Health 
Services Ltd (COHSL) are very pleased to announce the recent 
commissioning of Digital  Radiology at  Dunstan Hospital.    The 
digital system captures the x-ray images as a computer file, instead 
of on film, similar to digital cameras replacing film photography. 
 

The project is a partnership between Central Otago Health 
Incorporated, Otago District Health Board and Otago Radiology 
who currently provide radiology services from rooms based in 
Dunstan Hospital premises. 
 

The purchase and installation work required for this has been made 
possible by the combined grants from The Central Lakes Trust 
($130,000 grant), Pub Charity ($50,000 grant)) and The Friends of 
Dunstan Hospital ($20,000 donation). 
 

The digital system is particularly suited to the Otago environment 
where there are multiple x-ray facilities located around the region.   
The simultaneous rapid viewing of images by referrers, reporting 
radiologists and other medical specialists enables instant expert 
input into case management.  Films are no longer sent by courier 
for reporting the next day. 
 

The visiting consultants and specialists to the Outpatient 
Department are also able to view images from several sites which 
improves the clinical consultation between hospital doctors, 
specialists and general practitioners. 
 

About five x-ray examinations at present go permanently astray 
each month and this will be a thing of the past. 

 

Dr Neil Morrison, Director of Otago Radiology, said that the 
installation of the new technology at Dunstan and concurrently at 
Gore Hospital means that all radiology examinations apart from a 
few GP practices in Otago and Southland are now digital.   This can 
only enhance patient care.   He was pleased how smoothly the 
installation had proceeded thanks to the high level of planning and 
cooperation by Otago Radiology, COHSL and Dunedin Hospital 
staff as well as the contractors involved. 

Otago Radiology staff (from left) Laetitia Robinson, Emma McNeish 
and Pat Shanks beside the new  computer radiology. 

 

OUTPATIENT DEPARTMENT 
 
 

The Dunstan Hospital Outpatient Department will be closed 
from midday Thursday 24th December 2009, reopening at 8.30 
am on Monday 25th January 2010.    
 
Outpatients clinics will recommence in February 2010, with 
dates yet to be finalised. 


